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Japan 1 -1 Croatia (1 — 1 AET, Croatia win on penalties)

Unlikely Group E winners took on the experienced Croatia side in the 3pm kick-off. Japan
started brightly, deservedly leading at half time through a goal from Celtic’'s Daizen Maeda two
minutes before the break. Croatia started the second half the livelier of the two sides, and
levelled things up just ten minutes into the half via an lvan Perisic's bullet header. Neither side
could find another goal, taking us into the first extra-time of the tournament.

There were chances for both sides in the additional 30 minutes, but none converted meaning a
penalty shootout would be needed to separate these two sides. Japan have never progressed
beyond this stage of a World Cup before, and Croatia’s goalkeeper Dominik Livakovic was
determined to make that habit continue, saving three penalties sending Croatia through to the
quarter-finals. Livakovic is only the third goalkeeper on record to save three penalties in a World
Cup shootout.

Brazil 4 — 1 South Korea

Brazil took on South Korea in the evening fixture, and it proved to be an open and entertaining
game. South Korea lined up with two strikers looking to take the game to Brazil, a move which
left them vulnerable at the back to Brazil's forwards.

Sure enough, Brazil took the lead after just seven minutes through Vinicius Junior, which
quickly became two when Neymar converted a penalty six minutes later. Richarlison got in on
the act just before the half-hour mark, when Lucas Paquetd added another to see Brazil cruising
and four-up at the break.

To their credit, South Korea did make several chances forcing a number of good saves from
Liverpool keeper Allison, and they got one back with 15 minutes left on the clock, but it proved
to be nothing more than a consolation goal. Following the match, Korea’s boss Paulo Bento
announced that his time managing the Taegeuk Warriors has come to an end, a decision he
said had been made months ago.

B Need more time?

The 3pm kick-off was the first game of the tournament to go into extra time, but this shouldn’t
have been a surprise to many. Of Croatia’s last eight knockout games at World Cups and
Euros, seven have gone to extra time with the exception of the Euro 2020 (or was it 20217?) final
against France.

B Results

Matthew Allen has extended his lead at the top correctly predicting both Brazil and Croatia to
advance to the next round. Only 9 other players correctly predicted both teams to reach the
quarter finals, including lan Metcalf who has climbed 12 places up the table.

Toni Johnson is moved 12 places in the wrong direction after failing to predict either team to
reach the quarter finals. Toni, along with Jasper Ellis and Graham Edmonds, were the only
players to doubt Brazil’s attacking prowess predicting they would fall out at the group stage.
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